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Tuesday, August 4, 2020 
 
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will 
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for 
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  As the pace of new 
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of 
everyone’s communications, we will be changing the frequency of our 
newsletter to once per week. 
 
 
                                                                                                                        
David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A. 
Director 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
 
COVID-19 Statistics 
 Total Cases Total Deaths Total Recovered Total Tested 
Worldwide 18,139,438 690,452 10,751,659 No Data 
United States 4,682,461 154,992 1,468,689 56,812,162 
New Jersey 182,350 15,836 32,475 2,145,878 
New York 416,298 32,710 73,222 6,030,935 
 
Connecticut 49,810 4,432 8,613 793,996 
Information as of 8/3//20 at 1600 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html  
United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS 
 
 
Center for Disaster Medicine Updates 
 
 Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19. 
 Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to 
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions. 
 Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on 
public health emergencies including pandemics. 
 Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better 
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of 
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on 
pandemic-related research projects. 
 Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control 
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field. 
 Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions 
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and 
healthcare response.  
 Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area, 




 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), along with the Departments of Energy (DOE) 
and Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the formation of the COVID-19 Insights 
Partnership, an initiative to coordinate and share health data as well as research and 
expertise to aid in the fight against COVID-19. The COVID-19 Insights Partnership creates a 
framework for VA and HHS to utilize DOE’s world-leading high-performance computing 
(HPC) and artificial intelligence resources to conduct COVID-19 research and analyze health 
data that would otherwise not be possible. 
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5490  
 The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) are announcing that payment is available to physicians and health 
care providers to counsel patients, at the time of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
testing, about the importance of self-isolation after they are tested and prior to the onset of 
symptoms. https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0730-cms-cdc-provider-
reimbursement-available-covid-19.html  
The White House 
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled 
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of 
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their 
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives.  
 
 
View the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/  
 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html 
 




HHS, DOD Partner with Sanofi and GSK on Commercial-Scale Manufacturing Demonstration 













HHS Issues New Report Highlighting Dramatic Trends in Medicare Beneficiary Telehealth 




National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
 







United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-and-
emerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19  
 FDA Issues Daily Update for July 31, 2020, including FDA-authorized 194 tests 




 FDA Posts New Template for At-Home and Over-the-Counter Diagnostic Tests 
for Use in Non-Lab Settings, Such as Homes, Offices or Schools 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-
update-fda-posts-new-template-home-and-over-counter-diagnostic-tests-use-non 
 Virtual Town Hall Series - Immediately in Effect Guidance on Coronavirus 









 Investing in Advanced Manufacturing to Support Public Health Preparedness 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-voices/investing-advanced-manufacturing-
support-public-health-preparedness 
 FDA Insight: Vaccines for COVID-19, Part 2 
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-insight/fda-insight-vaccines-covid-19-part-2 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html  
 
Daily updates of cases in United States: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html 
 
CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html  
 
CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html  
 
CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html  
 
The updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html  
 








To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19: 
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19  
 
Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) 
 
CMS and CDC announce provider reimbursement available for counseling patients to 
self-isolate at time of COVID-19 testing https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0730-
cms-cdc-provider-reimbursement-available-covid-19.html 
CMS Announces New Hospital Procedure Codes for Therapeutics in Response to the 













 Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that DMV licensed driving schools can now 
conduct distance learning Pre-Licensing Courses. Due to the COVID-19 public 
health crisis, driving schools across the state have been unable to offer the Pre-
Licensing Course - also known as the five-hour course - to students. 
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-dmv-licensed-
driving-schools-can-now-conduct-distance-learning-pre  
 Five months since the first confirmed COVID-19 case in New York, Governor 
Cuomo announced that the State conducted 82,737 COVID-19 tests on July 31 — 
the highest number of tests ever conducted in a single day in the state. 0.91 percent 
of those test results were positive. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/five-months-
first-confirmed-covid-19-case-new-york-governor-cuomo-announces-highest-number  
 As of August 1, New York State has completed 6 million diagnostic COVID-19 tests 
with the number of people hospitalized for COVID-19 dropping to 556, the lowest 
number since March 17.  
 
New York State Department of Health (DOH) 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  
For the latest information about COVID-19 testing: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview 
For a list of positive cases by county in New York State: 
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19Tracker-
Map?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n  
For the NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar  
To view New York State’s Regional Monitoring Dashboard regarding the seven metrics needed 
to reopen:  
https://forward.ny.gov/regional-monitoring-dashboard 






 Governor Phil Murphy announced that an additional $15 million in Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act funding has been made available to New 
Jersey small businesses struggling with the pandemic. This funding is in addition to the 
$100 million the New Jersey Economic Development Authority (NJEDA) is currently 
administering through programs to COVID-19-impacted businesses. 
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200728a.shtml  
 Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 171. The Order extends the Public Health 
Emergency that was declared on March 9, 2020 through Executive Order No. 103, 
which was previously extended on April 7, May 6, June 4, and July 2. Under the 
Emergency Health Powers Act, a declared public health emergency expires after 30 
days unless renewed. https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-171.pdf  
 Governor Murphy signed Executive Order No. 170, which temporarily extends certain 
statutory deadlines across state government that require review and action by agencies 
before a specified deadline. The deadlines were previously extended on June 30, with 
Executive Order No. 159. The statutory deadlines, in addition to certain effective dates 
that are being delayed, are included in the accompanying Appendix to the Order. The 





 Governor Ned Lamont announced that his administration is launching the Everybody 
Learns initiative: a $43.5 million investment in remote learning solutions to close the 
digital divide in Connecticut and empower students across the state to learn from home, 
especially as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic continues impacting the country. The 
governor said that the funding – which comes from the state’s portion of the federal 
CARES Act, the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund, and the Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund – will be used to purchase 50,000 laptops for 
students, 12 months of access to at-home internet for 60,000 students, create public 
hotspots free to the public at 200 community sites across the state, and offer social 
emotional learning content to school districts statewide. https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-
the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/07-2020/Governor-Lamont-Announces-the-
Everybody-Learns-Initiative  
 Executive Order No. 7LLL enacted with the following provisions: 
o Resumption of requirements and deadlines in child protection matters: Amends 
Executive Order No. 7G, Section 2 to end the suspension of requirements or 








Local Updates  
 
New York Blood Center (NYBC) 
 
New York Blood Center: 7K Convalescent Plasma Donations Per Week are needed to battle COVID-
19 Surge across the country https://www.nybc.org/news/articles/new-york-blood-center-7k-
convalescent-plasma-donations-week-are-needed-battle-covid-19-surge-across-country/ 
 
New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)  
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid-19-prov iders.page  
NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19: Restart for Businesses: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-businesses-and-facilities.page  
 
NYC DOHMH’s Reopening NYC FAQs: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-reopening-nyc-faq.pdf  
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf 
 
NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers: 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf 
 




Addressing Health Inequities in Care During COVID-19 
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/covid/providers/covid-19-health-inequities.pdf 
 
Westchester County Department of Health 
 
For the latest COVID-19 information in Westchester: 
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus 
 
Daily briefing on August 3rd from County Executive George Latimer: 
https://www.westchestergov.com/home/all-press-releases/8583-negative-covid-19-tests-are-not-a-
license-to-party 
Putnam County Department of Health 
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/ 
 
Dutchess County Department of Health 
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm 
 
Orange County Department of Health 
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information 
 




For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital 
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area: 
https://www.gnyha.org/ 
 
The updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/ 
 
The updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance: 
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/ 
 
For the latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance:  
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/  
 




Center for Disaster Medicine Media 
 
Faculty News: 
New York Medical College's Center for Disaster Medicine Deploys Team Research 




Kevin Pohlman, M.Ed., assistant director of the CDM and assistant professor in the Institute 
for Public Health of the School of Health Sciences and Practice 
Rajkumar Pammal, School of Medicine (SOM) Class of 2023 
Abigail Marriott, SOM Class of 2023 
George W. Contreras, M.E.P., M.P.H., M.S., CEM, FAcEM, assistant director of the CDM, 
assistant professor in the Institute of Public Health of the SHSP and assistant director of the 
Advanced Certificate in Emergency Management Program 
Juliet Jacobson, SOM Class of 2022 
Brigitte Burcescu, SOM Class of 2023 
Michael Reilly, Dr.PH. ‘10, M.P.H., SOM Class of ’23 
Jeanette Freeman, SOM Class of 2022 
Afeeza Hanif, SOM Class of 2023 
Lee Hecht, SOM Class of 2023 
 





Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine 
 
Hospitals, Home Health Agencies, and Skilled Nursing Facilities: The Costs of COVID-
19 and Federal Relief for Healthcare Providers 




Ira J. Bedzow, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine and director of the Biomedical Ethics 
and Humanities Program 
  
Hospitals, Home Health Agencies, and Skilled Nursing Facilities: The Costs of COVID-




Ira J. Bedzow, Ph.D., associate professor of medicine and director of the Biomedical Ethics 
and Humanities Program 
  





Neil W. Schluger, M.D., the Barbara and William Rosenthal Chair of the Department of 
Medicine 
  
New York Medical College Leadership News: 




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 
president for government affairs 
  




Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., dean of the School of Health Sciences and Practice and vice 




Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New 
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or 
guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the 
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of 
this newsletter.  
 
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the 








New York Medical College 
Center for Disaster Medicine 
7 Dana Road Suite 511 
Valhalla, New York 10595 
914-594-1750 
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
